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The day before yesterday June 16, 2010, makes us remember and celebrate the colossal and heroic deeds of the youth in South Africa in their struggle for liberation. 
On this great day in our national life, I am honoured to extend to the youth of our country that continues to be the pride of our nation, the best wishes of our government and people, and our pledge that we will do everything possible to ensure a better future for the children and youth of our country and our continent. 
As youth are obliged to be equipped with the kind of education that emphasis the virtues of tolerance and intelligent political choices. You need to embrace the history of our Party and value system of our founding fathers, as a means of imbibing the qualities of people centered governance.
You constitute the nursery of our democracy, you must always remember, that it’s not us parents, that have given this world, but its loaned to you by posterity. I want to take this opportunity to thank you for voting the BDP in large numbers in the last elections , now its time for us to  deliver on our promises . Voting is both sacred and sacrosanct. It is a right you cannot afford to throw away. But for this voting right to have any added value it must be used as a patriotic weapon for party programmes, that spell out a new vision of   our peoples development. My vision for development of this nation, is clearly articulated in the 5Ds, and it is this vision that you must champion.
Needless to say, in this era with so many synthetic and genuine parties fighting for the soul of the youth, you should remain very vigilant and hold hard and true to the democratic values of the BDP. Do not be tempted and distracted by the rebel rousing messages of born again democrats.
I am the first to admit that as a Youth Wing you have not been very active in the Party programmes not through your own doing but as a result of factions in the Party. This cannot continue and under my stewardship, you shall not remain marginalized operating at the fringes of the Party. You shall not be pedestrians, anymore but drivers in the highway of democracy.
This demand from you independence of vision as well as, accountability and innovative visions that are rooted in the economic and social upliftment of the  Batswana, to achieve this you must be resilient.
As a leader of your Party I intend to create space for you to dream and to influence the Party policies and direction, through our shared vision and purpose.
Be wary , of those  amongst you who do not have the patience to build, who believe they are above our collective force and articulating our democratic principles. These frustrated few should not derail us from our mission. Allow me to me share with you this, the world has many of these born again democrats  and taking a leaf from the bible  ( itlhokolomeleng  mo go ba batla tlang mo go lona ba apere matlalo a dinku mme ele diphiri tse di gagalakang ) and one thing they share which has become fashionable around the globe, is the review of the constitution of their countries in order to create space for themselves. These people should not fool you, for history is full of them and they have failed.
 
I stand here today and challenge to rise above factions that has caused you to lose  focus and derailed you from your potential , to  infuse  new ideas in to the party. Do not be a complacent youth who see ills in our society and play the  and bury your head  in the sand like an ostrich. I have doing my part, we now have a substantial number of youthful councilors in this country than ever before, some are in this very conference. We have thrust  you in leadership roles, to train you, so that you are capable leaders of tomorrow, I have deliberately, taken this  approach to arouse, the fire in your bellies, your are important partners  in my five D’s. I assure  you, as a party we shall  stand by you and work with you..
 
The National Strategy Team will be meet  you, very soon, to brief you on their role and what role you can play as we march to victory in 2014 Tsholetsa   ! Let me now share with you some of the major progrmammes geared  towards and targeting the youth. I made promises, when I addressed, you in Gumare, remember in my maiden speech and this is the time to check the report card! It’s important  for us to do so , so that you can judge for  ourselves of what has been achieved- As a government we promised to :
   CEDA
   Youth Farmers
   Internship
   Youth Fund
   Youth Offices responsible for youth
   Education
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          As part of this, to respond to the challenge of youth empowerment and skills development, government has once again this budget session given the Ministry of Education and Skills Development the lion’s share .The Ministry will continue to play a leading role in enhancing the skills of our. We now also have the Internship programme which is doing wonders in shaping and readying young people to take up permanent employment.
We all know that young people have no access to finance and business development support. Accordingly, we have to work very hard to encourage financial institutions to implement innovative measures when dealing with our youth, so that young people have the possibility to fully participate in the economy of our country. 
We thank and salute the financial institutions that have already responded to this call. The government will work with them to guarantee that together we ensure the success of the youth development programmes they have adopted. 
Further, we must ensure that youth development becomes a critical component of the Citizen Economic Development Agency. Our youth must seize the opportunities arising out of government Young Farmers Fund, including those that will emerge from the establishment of co-operatives and the availability of micro-credit for development purposes. 
Our responsibility as the youth is to seize the opportunities of our 5 Ds. We belief that for youth development and empowerment to be sustainable, young people must be conscious and active participants in the development of our country. 
As part of the public works community-based programme, government has availed resources to help young people to participate in the programme to rehabilitate public buildings for the benefit of people with disabilities. 
Situating youth development at the centre of our national development programme remains critical. This we will do as we accelerate economic growth and development, including CEDA, engage the health challenges facing our people, and fight crime and corruption. 
We will continue to expand and improve service delivery through, among others, intensifying reforms in the civil service and recruiting community development workers, and continuing to advance women's participation, youth development and the empowerment of people with disabilities. 
The implementation of these tasks requires that the youth, themselves, must play a vitally important role and occupy a special and forward place in the national offensive against poverty 
Education remains the key to success and therefore plays a critical role in the advancement and empowerment of the youth, as well as the cultural development of our people. 
Again, we call on young people to demonstrate seriousness in pursuing their studies, thus reducing the high rates of school drop-outs and academic exclusions. 
We will continue to work to provide the facilities and possibilities for our youth to participate in sport, including representing our country in international competitions. 
The need to build the capacity of Botswana National Youth Council to enable it to discharge its responsibilities and to raise its profile in society and, especially, among the youth through ensuring that it implements its programmes, and rally the entire society behind the youth development agenda; 
Strengthen the capacity of the National Youth Commission, review its mandate, make sure that the Commission becomes more effective, as well as popularise it among the youth; 
Strengthen the capacity of the Youth Fund, raise its profile among the youth and ensure easier access both to information regarding the Fund, including its programmes; 
Continue to strengthen the unity of this troika to ensure that its enhanced cooperation does lead to an integrated, sustainable and accelerated youth development perspective and programme; 
We are confident that, more than ever before, the youth of today are better placed to advance their aspirations and dreams. We are confident that this current generation of young people will inculcate the values that will make all of us to stand tall and proud among the peoples of the world. 
 
